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THE CALLING OF SAMUEL
1 Samuel 3

Samuel had grown up with Eli in the tabernacle. As Eli was quite elderly, Samuel was responsible for 
many of the daily tasks that had to be taken care of in the tabernacle. One night, Samuel was lying 
in bed when he heard a voice call to him. Samuel naturally assumed that Eli had called him. Samuel 
quickly ran to Eli and asked what Eli needed. Eli knew he had not called Samuel and told Samuel to 
go back and lie down again. This happened two more times before Eli realized that it was the Lord 
who had called out to Samuel. Eli told Samuel how to respond when the Lord called him again. When 
Samuel went back to his bed, he heard the voice calling to him again. Samuel told the Lord that he was 
ready to listen. God gave Samuel a message for Eli that would bring about the end of Eli’s family.

The end of 1 Samuel 2 tells of a man who visited Eli and told him that God was going to judge Eli 
and his sons because of their unfaithfulness. Eli had heard this message and heard God’s promise that 
God was going to raise up a faithful priest in Eli’s place.  

In the morning, Samuel went to Eli. Eli asked Samuel to tell him the message that God had 
delivered. Samuel was hesitant, but he did tell Eli all that God had said. Eli had heard this message 
before, but its repetition was significant because Eli now knew that God’s word was confirmed. Eli had 
not led his family well, and Eli’s sons were not tending to the sacrifices the way they should have been. 
God was going to raise up a new priest in Samuel. 

From that day forward, Samuel was filled with God’s Spirit, and he became a well-respected and 
loved prophet of God. People from all over would come and hear Samuel as he delivered God’s words. 
Samuel was known as someone whose words of prophecy were always true. Samuel, for the rest of his 
life, was faithful to deliver God’s words to the people. 

This week, it is important to help preschoolers and kids know that God wants us to listen to Him. 
Beyond listening, though, we must also do what God tells us. God called Samuel and Samuel was 
faithful to share the message, though di!cult, with Eli. God expects us to listen to Him and obey His 
commands. Boys and girls can know that God gives us commands to follow so we can tell others the 
great things He has done. 
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OVERVIEW

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on Ministry Grid, 
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or visit goexplorethebible.com/kids-training.

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 3
MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 2:30b
BONUS VERSE: Psalm 119:34
TEXT TRUTH: God wants us to listen to Him and obey Him.
BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT: Name the divisions of the Old and New Testaments.

BIBLE STUDY  
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: Item 13: “Objects: 
Figurine of Samuel” 
(Printables)

 ¨ Examine the Text: Bibles, 
Item 9: “Text Truth 11” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location video

 ¨ Memory Verse: Item 3: 
“1 Samuel 2:30b” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: Family Cards, 
Bibles

APPLY THE TRUTH  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Explorer Guides: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens

 ¨ Review: “1 Samuel” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters), Item 8: “Review 
Questions” (Printables)

To order the Explore the 
Bible: Books of the Bible 
Posters (Print Item No. 
005849118, Digital Item No. 
005849119), call Lifeway’s 
Customer Service at 
1.800.458.2772 or order 
online at www.lifeway.com.

ACTIVITIES  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: “Bible 
Books” (Books of the Bible 
Posters), 10 paper bags, 
marker, Item 7: “Bible 
Book Cards” (Printables), 
scissors

 ¨ Move: 4 plastic cups, 
string, paper clips, scissors, 
Item 31: “String Telephone 
Tasks” (Printables)

 ¨ Make: cardboard pieces, 
scissors, Item 32: “Cell 
Phone Craft” (Printables), 
Item 9: “Text Truth 11” 
(Poster Pack), Item 17: 
“Talking with God” (Poster 
Pack), glue sticks, crayons

 ¨ Explore: Item 23: “Central 
Asia Map” (Printables), 
dry erase board, dry erase 
marker
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BIBLE STORY

TIP:
Check out Item 15: 
“Inclusion Resources” 
(Printables) to find a 
simplified Bible story for 
kids with short attention 
spans.

THE CALLING OF SAMUEL
1 SAMUEL 3

Samuel served God with the priest Eli (EE ligh) in the town of Shiloh (SHIGH 
loh). Eli’s sons were supposed to serve God faithfully as priests in the temple. But 
they did not. They did not listen to God and obey His commands. They sinned 
and would not listen to their father, Eli, when he warned them. But Samuel was 
di!erent from Eli’s sons. The Lord was pleased with Samuel.

At this time, it was very rare for God to speak directly to the people or to speak to 
a prophet through a vision. That was about to change.

One day, Samuel was lying down in the tabernacle when the Lord called to 
Samuel. Samuel did not know that God was calling him. He thought Eli had 
called his name.

Samuel ran to Eli and said, “Here I am. You called me.”

“I didn’t call you,” Eli answered. “Go back and lie down.” Samuel went back 
and lay down. Again, God called, “Samuel.” Again, Samuel thought that Eli had 
called him, so he ran to Eli.

“Here I am. You called me,” Samuel said.

“I didn’t call,” Eli said. “Go back and lie down.”

For a third time, God called Samuel. Samuel got up and went to Eli. Now, Eli 
finally understood that the Lord was speaking to Samuel. Eli told Samuel. 
“Go and lie down. If He calls you again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant is 
listening.’”

The LORD came and stood in the tabernacle. He called, “Samuel, Samuel.”

This time Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.”

God gave Samuel a special message. God was going to punish the sin of Eli’s sons. 
No one in Eli’s family would be able to be priests and serve in the tabernacle.

The next morning, Samuel was afraid to tell Eli about God’s message. Eli asked 
Samuel to tell him the message. Samuel told Eli everything. Eli heard the news 
and said, “The LORD will do what He thinks is good.”

Samuel grew up. The LORD was with Samuel. Samuel listened to God and 
obeyed Him. All of Israel knew that Samuel was a prophet of God. God 
continued to appear to Samuel in Shiloh and to reveal His word to Samuel.

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The book of 1 Samuel 
tells the story of three 
powerful leaders in Israel: 
Samuel, Saul, and David. 
Through each man and his 
leadership of Israel, the 
need for a perfect leader is 
evident. God’s people hoped 
for a day when a Messiah—
the one true King—would 
rescue them. When Jesus 
came, He fulfilled God’s 
promise that a perfect 
Prophet, Priest, and King 
would rule over His people.
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)
Need an Opening Activity? Choose one of the activities in the Activities  
section and adapt it to introduce the session.

JUMP IN
• Greet every kid by name as they enter. Tell them you are glad to see them. 
• Ask: “Is anyone a little tired?” Pretend to be tired and yawn.
• Invite kids to put their heads down and pretend to sleep. Next, quietly ask 

everyone to wake up. 
• Display the “Figurine of Samuel.”
• Ask: “What do you notice about today’s object?”
• Say: “This is a statue of Samuel, the boy God gave to Hannah. One night, 

Samuel was trying to sleep and he heard a voice. Samuel learned that God 
wants us to listen to Him and obey Him.” 

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Help kids find 1 Samuel in their Bibles.
• Say: “Last week, we learned that Hannah prayed for a son. She promised to 

give her son to God. Her son Samuel went to live with Eli the priest.”
• Invite kids to open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 3.
• Tell the Bible story, using the Bible story page as a guide. 
• Read 1 Samuel 3:1.
• Ask: “What was rare when Samuel was a boy?” (the Word of the Lord)
• Say: “God spoke to people, like I am speaking to you. But, since many people 

had chosen not to listen to or obey God, God’s voice was rarely heard.”
• Read 1 Samuel 3:2-5.
• Ask: “Where did Samuel sleep?” (in the tabernacle) “Who spoke to Samuel 

while he was lying down?” (God) “Did Samuel know it was God talking?” 
(No, he thought it was Eli.)

• Say: “God spoke to Samuel four times.”
• Ask a volunteer to read 1 Samuel 3:10.
• Ask: “What did Samuel say the fourth time?” (that he would listen to God)
• Invite kids to name people they have to listen to. (parents, teachers, coaches) 

Ask kids to call out things these people ask them to do. 
• Ask: “Do you remember why God did not speak to many people when 

Samuel was a boy?” (Many people did not listen to or obey God.)
• Say: “God told Samuel He was going to punish Eli and his sons for not 

listening to and obeying Him.”
• Read the Text Truth: God wants us to listen to Him and obey Him.
• Ask: “Did you know that you can hear God today?”
• Ask a volunteer to read 1 Samuel 3:19-21.
• Conclude: “When we read the Bible, God talks to us! It is different than 

the way Samuel heard God, but the Bible is God’s Word. God talked with 
Samuel, and Samuel obeyed God. God wants us to listen to Him and obey 
Him.”

TOOLS:
• Jump In: Item 13: “Objects: 

Figurine of Samuel” 
(Printables)

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
Item 9: “Text Truth 11” 
(Poster Pack)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: Item 3: “1 
Samuel 2:30b” (Poster 
Pack)

• Prayer: Family Cards, 
Bibles

TIP:
If your kids are pre-readers, 
read the Bible verses aloud 
for them. Focus on helping 
kids turn to the correct 
Bible book and try to follow 
along. Encourage the kids 
who want to try reading the 
verses aloud.
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BIBLE STUDY

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 11 video.
• Ask: “What kind of museum did Joel visit? What kind of job did Joel want? 

What kinds of tasks was Joel given to perform? What did Joel do differently 
when he repeated the tasks? What did Joel learn about listening to and 
obeying God?”

MEMORY VERSE
 ¨ Bible Verse Option: The Memory Verse activity each week is focused on the 
monthly Memory Verse, 1 Samuel 2:30b. If your kids quickly memorize the 
Memory Verse, you may opt to challenge them to learn an additional weekly 
Bonus Verse. This week’s Bonus Verse is Psalm 119:34.

 
• Display the “1 Samuel 2:30b” poster.
• Say: “This is our Memory Verse! Let’s read it together.” 
• Read the verse aloud a few times with the kids.
• Guide the kids to sit in a circle.
• Say: “I will choose someone to go first. That person will say the first word 

of our Memory Verse and then clap their hands. After they clap, the next 
person will say the next word, and clap their hands.”

• Continue reciting words and clapping until the entire verse is recited. 
• Conclude: “Just as we heard everyone clapping, we need to hear God! We 

can hear God when we read the Bible!”

PRAYER
• Distribute the Family Cards. Remind kids to show the cards to their families 

and to answer the questions together. 
• Say: “Now we get to pray! Prayer is how we talk to God.”
• Ask: “What would happen if you talked to a friend, but they never talked 

back? It would not feel like a friendship. The same is true with God. God 
wants a relationship with us. God talks to us through the Bible and He wants 
us to talk to Him through prayer.”

• Conclude by having the kids read 1 Samuel 3:10. Encourage kids to pray and 
ask God to help them obey Him.
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APPLY

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens
• Review: “1 Samuel” 

(Books of the Bible 
Posters), Item 8: “Review 
Questions” (Printables)

APPLY THE TRUTH (20 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help kids locate today’s pages.
• Invite a volunteer to read aloud about today’s object, “Figurine of Samuel.”
• Encourage kids to examine “Samuel’s Life at a Glance.” 
• Guide kids to complete “Answer God’s Call!” 
• Help kids read “Psst!” 
• Invite kids to complete “And Then... .”

REVIEW
 ¨ Print one copy of “Review Questions.”

• Display the “1 Samuel” poster and read it to the kids.
• Invite kids to sit at tables. Tell kids that you are going to ask the “Review 

Questions.” Invite kids to put their heads down and close their eyes as if 
they were taking a nap.

• Say: “If you know the answer to a question, wake up and say ‘Here I am!’ like 
Samuel said. I will call on the first person to wake up!” 

• Ask the “Review Questions.”
• Conclude: “Just like Samuel listened to God and obeyed Him, God wants us 

to listen to Him and obey Him.”
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ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES (20 MINUTES)
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

BIBLE DIVISIONS
Tools: “Bible Books” (Books of the Bible 

Posters), 10 paper bags, marker, Item 7: “Bible 

Book Cards” (Printables), scissors

 ¨ Print one copy of “Bible Book Cards.” Cut 

apart the cards. Write one Bible division on 

each of the 10 paper bags.

• Draw attention to the “Bible Books” poster.

• Say: “The Bible is one big true story. It has 

66 smaller books that, when put together, 

make the Bible. Each Bible book belongs to a 

division.”

• Lead the kids to read the different Bible 

divisions on the “Bible Books” poster aloud 

together.

• Continue: “There are 10 bags, each with a  

different Bible division. You are each going to 

get a card with a Bible book. Your task is to 

put the card in the right bag.”

• Give kids the “Bible Book Cards” from this 

quarter to sort first (Exodus, Leviticus, 

Matthew, Romans, Galatians, James, Jude, 

and 1 Samuel). Next, give kids some cards 

from other divisions, such as Psalms, Isaiah, 

Hosea, Acts, and Revelation.

• Conclude: “The Bible is a big book! The Bible 

is God’s Word. Every time we read or hear the 

Bible, God is speaking! God wants us to listen 

to Him and obey Him.”

STRING TELEPHONE RELAY
Tools: 4 plastic cups, string, paper clips, 
scissors, Item 31: “String Telephone Tasks” 
(Printables)

 ¨ Print two copies of “String Telephone Tasks.” 
Make one small hole in the bottoms of four 
cups. Cut two pieces of string, 15 feet long. 
With cup openings facing outward, thread 
one string through two cups. Secure the 
string inside each cup with a paper clip. 
Repeat the process with the remaining two 
cups. 

• Show kids a string telephone.
• Ask for a volunteer to speak to you using the 

telephone.
• Say: “When we speak through this string 

telephone, our voices vibrate the cup, then the 
string, and finally, the other cup!”

• Form two groups. Give each group a string 
telephone and one copy of “String Telephone 
Tasks.”

• Choose two kids from each group to use the 
telephone (one kid must be able to read). Tell 
kids that when you say “go,” one kid will speak 
a task into the phone and the kid listening will 
repeat the task to the group. Groups will try to 
complete each task quickly. The first group to 
complete all the tasks wins. 

• Play a few rounds as time allows, mixing up 
the groups and having different kids use the 
telephone.

• Conclude: “You listened and followed 
directions! In the same way, God wants us to 
listen to Him and obey Him.”

BIBLE  SKILLS

MOVEE XP LORE
MAKE

BIBLE  SKILLS

MOVEE XP LORE

MAKE
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CELL PHONE CRAFT
Tools: cardboard pieces, scissors, Item 32: “Cell 
Phone Craft” (Printables), Item 9: “Text Truth 
11” (Poster Pack), Item 17: “Talking with God” 
(Poster Pack), glue sticks, crayons

 ¨ Cut one 4-by-6-inch cardboard piece per 
kids. Print enough copies of “Cell Phone 
Craft” for each kid to get one image. Cut 
apart the images. Make an example craft.

• Say: “Phones are used to talk to people. 
Sometimes, you might call someone. Other 
times, someone might call you.”

• Display and read aloud “Text Truth 11.”

• Distribute cardboard pieces and phone 
images. Help kids write the Text Truth on their 
phones. Allow kids to color and decorate their 
phones. Show kids how to glue their phone 
images to the cardboard.

• Display the “Talking with God” poster.

• Ask: “What are the kids doing in these 
pictures?” (talking with God)

• Say: “We need phones to talk to people in 
other places, but we do not need phones to 
listen to or talk to God. God talks to us when 
we read or listen to the Bible. We talk to God 
when we pray.”

• Conclude: “God wants us to listen to Him 
and obey Him. Just as Samuel heard God and 
obeyed Him, we need to hear God from the 
Bible and obey Him!”

• Encourage kids to put their crafts somewhere 
in their homes so they can read and review the 
Text Truth this week.

SEND A MESSAGE 
Tools: Item 23: “Central Asia Map” 
(Printables), dry erase board, dry erase marker

 ¨ Print one copy of the map.

• Point to the map. Name some of the countries 
on the map.

• Ask: “What does the word technology mean?” 
Give kids time to answer.

• Say: “Technology usually refers to the 
application of newer inventions or innovation 
in a particular field. Examples are medical 
technology, electronic technology, and travel 
technology. Technology introduces newer and 
better ways of doing things.”

• Tell kids that missionaries Dave and Amy 
Knotts are using digital technology in Central 
Asia to help people know about Jesus.

• Say: “Digital technologies let missionaries 
send messages to certain groups of people 
in an area or city. Sometimes the messages 
are about Jesus. One message they share 
says, ‘Do you feel ashamed? God sees you 
and wants to walk with you.’ When people 
see these messages online, they can send a 
message back to learn more.”

• Ask kids to think of messages they might 
send people in Central Asia to tell them about 
Jesus or invite them to church. Encourage kids 
to think of short but effective questions and 
statements. Write their answers on the board.

• Pray for the Knotts as they are seeking to 
provide effective digital content for women 
in Central Asia. Pray for the Knotts’ request 
that people with digital skills, like computer 
programming, graphic design, and artificial 
intelligence engineering, will work with them 
on their missions’ team, either as volunteers 
or missionaries.

ACTIVITIES

BIBLE  SKILLS
MOVEE XP LORE

MAKE BIBLE  SKILLS

MOVEE XP LORE
MAKE
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