SUMMER 2026 WEEK 1
KIDS WORSHIP

HANNAH’'S PRAYER

1 SAMUEL 1-2

MEMORY VERSE: Hebrews 13:8

TEXT TRUTH: God hears us, so we can talk to Himm when we are sad.

CHRIST IN CONTEXT: The book of 1 Samuel tells the story of three powerful leaders in
Israel: Samuel, Saul, and David. Through each man and his leadership of Israel, the need
for a perfect leader is evident. God's people hoped for a day when a Messiah—the one
true King—would rescue them. When Jesus came, He fulfilled God's promise that a
perfect Prophet, Priest, and King would rule over His people..

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

The book of 1 Samuel picks up Israel’s story where the book of Judges left off. The sad epithet
at the end of the book of Judges simply says that there was no king in Israel and the people
did whatever they wanted. Without appropriate leadership, the people made their own rules.

Israel did have spiritual leadership at Shiloh in the person of Eli the priest. Eli, however,
was a weak leader and let his sons, who did not honor God, serve in his place. Due to Eli's
weak leadership and the lack of appropriate spiritual guidance, the people began to fall into
another pattern of sin. God was ready to make a change for the future rescue of His people.

The opening of 1 Samuel gives introduction to a faithful man from the tribe of Ephraim
named Elkanah. Each year, Elkanah went to Shiloh with his family to offer the prescribed
sacrifices at the tabernacle, which had been permanently set up there. The celebration was
hard for Hannah, Elkanah’s wife, because she was unable to have children.

One year, Hannah was praying outside the tabernacle. Hannah prayed that God would
allow her to have a child. Nearby, Eli saw Hannah pouring out her heart in prayer. But
although Hannah's lips were moving, no words were coming out of her mouth, and Eli
thought she was drunk. Hannah begged God to give her a son and promised that if God
would give her a son, she would give the boy back to God for his entire life.

God heard Hannah's prayer, and Hannah gave birth to a son whom she named Samuel.
Hannah had promised God that the son He gave her would be given back to the Lord. As part
of Hannah's promise, Samuel would be raised as a Nazirite. This special designation signified
Samuel as someone set apart for God’s work. True to Hannah's word, she took Samuel to the
tabernacle and left him with Eli so Samuel could be raised to honor and follow God all of his
life. Each year, when the family went to celebrate and give offerings, Hannah would bring
Samuel a new robe. Hannah worshiped God and returned home.

This week, challenge girls and boys to follow Hannah's example and talk to God in prayer.
God heard Hannah's prayer, and He hears our prayers as well. God answered Hannah's
prayers, and God will answer our prayers too.



K-2 INTRO VIDEO
Right Now Media: Ryan Defrates (any episode)

COUNTDOWN (Countdown Video)

WELCOME
Host will briefly welcome the kids and introduce large group rules.

1. Treat others with respect and kindness.
2. Listen to your leaders.

3. Stay with your group.

4. Have fun and participate.

PRAISE TEAM
Song 1
Song 2

INTRODUCTION KIDS Slide

SAY Hello, everyone! I'm so glad you're here today! Our summer has been off to a
busy start, and we haven’t been together here in Kids Worship for awhile. For the
summer, we're going to be doing something a little different in large group. All year
long we've been going through the Bible from beginning to end, and we've learned an
attribute of God every week, but for the summer, we're going to slow down and take a
deeper look at a few books of the Bible. This week we're starting with 1 Samuel. We
didn’t learn much about Samuel during the school year, but we will this month!

1and 2 Samuel work together to tell the stories of the first two kings of Israel—Saul
and David. Another important character in these books is Samuel. Samuel was the
last judge over Israel, but he was also a prophet and priest. A prophet was a
messenger for God. He would listen for God to speak and share what God said with
the people. A priest would go to God on behalf of the people and pray for them.
Samuel responded to God'’s call as both a prophet and a priest.

Today we're going to hear the story of Hannah, Samuel’s mother. We didn’t talk about
her at all during the school year. Her story is one of great faithfulness and sacrifice.
While you listen to the story, think about what parts of Hannah's story would have
been hard. What choices did she make to honor God? | also want you to think about
what this story means to you. Hannah set an example that we can follow.

I'm excited to share this story with you. Let’s get our storyteller up here to tell us more!



_- 1Samuel 1-2 Bible Story Slide

Once there was a woman named Hannah. Hannah was married to Elkanah (el KAY
nuh), but they did not have any children. This made Hannah extremely sad. Every year,
Elkanah and Hannah traveled to the tabernacle so they could worship God.

While at the tabernacle, Hannah prayed to God, “LORD, if You will remember and not
forget me and give me a son, | will give him to the LORD.” Hannah made a vow (a
special type of promise) that she would give her son to the LORD as a Nazarite and
never cut his hair.

Eli (EE ligh) the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the tabernacle. He saw
Hannah and thought she had done something wrong. But Hannah told Eli that she
was very sad and was praying to God. She explained that she had been talking to God
about her sadness and her hurt.

Eli told Hannah, “Go in peace, and may God grant your request.”

Hannah and Elkanah traveled back to their home. God had heard Hannah'’s prayer,
and later, God answered Hannah's prayer. Hannah had a baby boy, and she named
him Samuel.

When Samuel was a young boy, Hannah took Samuel to Eli and said, “I prayed for this
boy, and God gave me what | asked for. | now give him to the LORD.”

Then, Hannah prayed to God, “My heart rejoices in the LORD. There is no one holy like
the LORD. There is no one besides You! And there is no rock like our God.”

Hannah returned home, but Samuel stayed in Shiloh (SHIGH loh) with Eli to serve the
Lord. Every year Hannah made Samuel a new robe and took it to him.

Later, Hannah had more children while Samuel grew up, serving God in the tabernacle.
The LORD was pleased with Samuel.

BAY \What was Hannah'’s problem in the beginning of the story? What did she do
about it? [Allow responses. Read 1 Samuel 1:10.] Hannah had faith that God had the
power to give her a child, so she prayed fervently and asked God to bless her. God
graciously answered Hannah's prayers and gave her a son whom she named Samuel.
The name Samuel means ‘heard by God’ because God heard Hannah's prayers to
have a child. In her gratitude toward God, she promised that Samuel would be
dedicated to the Lord and would serve Him all the days of his life. When Samuel was
still a young child, Hannah took him to the tabernacle where he lived and helped the
priests, and as we’ll hear next week, God called him to become a priest himself.
Samuel became a great leader and priest, but there is only one perfect priest — Jesus
who came to live a perfect life and save us from our sins.



GROUBIBISCUSSION (5 )

- In our story, God gave Hannah a huge gift — a son! God gives all of us gifts too.
When we think about gifts, we can also think about the things we are good at. Maybe
you are good at soccer. Maybe you have a beautiful voice. Or maybe you are amazing
at math. These are all gifts from God! Turn to a neighbor and share one thing you're
really good at — one gift you have from God. (Give a few moments to share before
bringing everyone back together). We all have gifts from God, and here’s the thing:
when we share those gifts with God and others, great things happen. We see in the
story that Hannah was willing to share her son with God by sending him to live with the
priests and serve at the tabernacle. This is amazing! We can also share our gifts with
God. Probably this won't look like moving away from your family to live at a church, but
we can still do this. Who has an idea of how they can share their gifts with God and
others? (Allow time for several responses before moving on.)

BAY At the end of our story time each week, we have a time to respond to God.
Some weeks we respond through prayer. Some weeks we sing a song of praise.
This is a time for you to think about God or talk to God. This is not a time to play
with friends or act silly. Today we're going to respond through song. We heard in
our story that Hannah came to God with her sadness and prayed to him. We can
also do that. During this song, you can think of these words as a prayer. You can
also stand and quietly pray your own prayer if there’'s anything you want to share
with God.

Play Gratitude and fade out around the 2:00 minute.

GROUP ACTIVITY: SHARE THE GIFT (5-10min.)

SAY We have learned so much from our Bible story. Let’s play a game to help us
remember something important that we heard today.

Guide kids to divide up into small groups or grade level groups depending on the size of each
grade. Have them line up spread across the room. Give each group one balloon, and instruct
the kids that they have to pass the balloon across the room by hitting it to their team mates
without moving their feet. The first team to get the balloon across the room wins. You can
play multiple rounds as time allows.

SAY That was a fun game! Who has an idea of how they think it relates to our story?
(Allow kids to respond with their ideas.) What this reminded me of is that like we all
had a balloon, we all get gifts from God. Hannah got the gift of Samuel, and she
shared her gift with others even though it had to be very hard. We passed our balloon
gift across the room, and even though it was hard at times we stuck with it. God gives
us all gifts we can share with others at different times, and we can remember this
story and share our gifts too.



MEMORY VERSE Memory Verse Slide

SAY This month our memory verse comes from the book of Hebrews. If you were at
The Best Week Ever, you will already know this one. Let’s get it up on the screen and
read it together.

Read Hebrews 13:8 together and display the Memory Verse Slide on the screen.
Practice the verse in various ways (silly voices, moving around, using a chant,
creating motions, etc.) to help kids commit it to memory. Allow Kkids to take turns
saying it from memory if time allows.

APPLICATION KIDS Slide

SAY Every week at the end of our time together, we talk about something we can
do during the week to apply what we've learned. Next week when you come back
we'll talk about our application challenge together and see who completed it.

It's been a couple of weeks since we've been together in Kids Worship, so we're
going to start fresh with today’s challenge. Today we heard that Hannah asked God
for a gift and then shared her gift with others. Think of a way you can share your
gifts with others this week! This could be something simple like sharing a toy with a
sibling or using your beautiful voice to sing a song to God. | can’t wait to hear what
you come up with!

CLOSING

Pray with the kids or have a kid pray to close our time together. If significant extra
time remains, consider singing an additional song or practicing the memory verse to
keep kids engaged.

As large group time closes:

K-2: Call kids to line up for small group time ONE GROUP AT A TIME.
Kinder Blue

Kinder Green

1t Yellow

1** Red

2" Pink

2" Orange

3/4: Show closing video (Creators in Right Now Media) while kids wait to be picked
up.



