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THE CAPTURE AND RETURN OF THE ARK 
I  S A M U E L  4 - 7  

MEMORY VERSE: Hebrews 13:8 

 
TEXT TRUTH: God is the one true God, and we are to honor Him. 	
 
CHRIST IN CONTEXT: The book of 1 Samuel tells the story of three powerful leaders in Israel: 
Samuel, Saul, and David. Through each man and his leadership of Israel, the need for a 
perfect leader is evident. God’s people hoped for a day when a Messiah—the one true King—
would rescue them. When Jesus came, He fulfilled God’s promise that a perfect Prophet, 
Priest, and King would rule over His people. 

 

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
 
Some time after Samuel’s word from the Lord concerning Eli’s family, Israel went to battle 
the Philistines. The Philistines at that time were the major local power and had been 
harassing Israel since before Samson was a judge. Israel fought valiantly, but the Philistines 
overpowered Israel and the troops returned to their camp defeated. Military leaders in Israel 
decided that Israel had been defeated because they had not taken the ark of the covenant 
into battle. Instead of seeking God’s will, Eli’s two sons agreed to send the ark onto the 
battlefield the next day.  

When the Philistines discovered the ark had been brought into the Israelite camp, the 
Philistines were afraid, but they encouraged their troops and defeated Israel again, capturing 
the ark of the covenant in the process. The ark of the covenant was the physical location 
where God’s Spirit would come and dwell with His people inside the tabernacle. As the sign 
of God’s presence, the Israelites assumed God was with them when they carried the ark into 
battle. God, however, had other plans. The Philistines killed 30,000 soldiers, including Eli’s 
sons. God’s message to Eli through Samuel was coming true.  

The ark had now been captured. Messengers from the battle returned to Shiloh and told 
Eli that the ark of the covenant had been captured and that Eli’s two sons had also died in 
the battle. Eli fell over and died. Samuel’s prophecy from God had been fulfilled.  

The Philistines were proud that they had captured the ark and took it to the temple of 
their god Dagon. The next morning, the people went to the temple, and the statue of Dagon 
had fallen over facing the ark. The people stood the statue back up, but the next day the 
same thing happened. The statue had fallen over again, but this time its hands and head had 
broken off and were lying on the ground.  

Eventually, God sent plagues to the Philistines because of the ark. The ark was loaded 
onto a cart and sent away. God directed the oxen pulling the ark, and it was returned to the 
people of Israel. The ark was taken to the home of a man named Abinadab, where it would 
remain for many years.  

This week, guide kids to know that God wants them to trust in Him. God is the one true 
God, and we are called to honor Him and show Him reverence. God is worthy of honor and 
respect, and we should encourage kids to honor and respect God in all they do. 

 



K-2 INTRO VIDEO 
Right Now Media: Ryan Defrates (any episode) 
 
COUNTDOWN (Countdown Video) 
 
WELCOME 
Host will briefly welcome the kids and introduce large group rules.  
 

1. Treat others with respect and kindness. 
2. Listen to your leaders. 
3. Stay with your group. 
4. Have fun and participate. 

 
PRAISE TEAM 
Song 1 
Song 2 
 
INTRODUCTION KIDS Slide 
 

SAY  Hello, everyone! I’m so glad you’re here today! For the summer, we’re going to be 
doing something a little different in large group. All year long we’ve been going 
through the Bible from beginning to end, and we’ve learned an attribute of God every 
week, but for the summer, we’re going to slow down and take a deeper look at a few 
books of the Bible. Today we’re going to continue with the book of 1 Samuel.  

In our story today, you’re going to hear about a special gift God has given his people – 
the ark of the covenant. You may be wondering what the ark was. We’ve heard of 
Noah’s ark, but this is not like that. How many of you have heard of Moses? Most of us, 
right? During the time of Moses, God brought the Israelite people out of Egypt, and 
they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. God also gave his law to Moses to teach 
the people how to live. God wanted to be with his people because he loved them, so 
he told Moses to build a place for him to live. He called it a tabernacle, and it was a 
special kind of tent. Inside the tent was a box made of acacia wood and gold that 
held the tablets containing the Ten Commandments, a jar of manna, and Aaron’s 
staff. This box was the ark of the covenant.  

The ark wasn’t magical. It didn’t have special powers, but it was a symbol of God’s 
presence with his people. In our story today you’ll hear more about the ark and how 
God’s people became so focused on this symbol that they forgot God’s presence with 
them was the most important part. Let’s get our storyteller up here to tell us more. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



BIBLE STORY – 1 Samuel 4-7 Bible Story Slide 

	
One day, God’s people, Israel, fought with the Philistines and they lost. When everyone 
returned to the camp, the leaders of Israel decided, “We should bring the ark of the 
LORD from Shiloh. We will take it with us, and it will save us from losing again.” The 
Israelites were putting their trust in the ark instead of seeking God’s help.  
 
They sent men to take the ark of the covenant out of the tabernacle and bring it to the 
army camp. When the ark arrived at the camp, everyone cheered and shouted. They 
cheered so loudly that the ground shook. The Philistines heard the Israelites. They also 
heard that the ark of the LORD was in the Israelites’ camp, and they began to panic.  
The Israelites and the Philistines fought again. The Philistines won and they captured 
the ark of the covenant. Both of Eli’s sons died in the battle. When Eli heard the news 
about the battle, he died.  
 
The Philistines carried the ark to the city of Ashdod and put it in the temple of their false 
god, Dagon. The next morning, the people got up and saw the statue of Dagon had 
fallen on its face in front of the ark of the covenant. The people picked up the statue, but 
the next morning it had fallen on the ground again. This time, the statue’s head and 
hands had broken off and were in the temple doorway. Then, the people of Ashdod 
became very sick.  
 
The people knew that God was against them because of the ark, so they sent the ark to 
the city of Gath. But the people of Gath became very sick, so they sent the ark to the city 
of Ekron.  
 
Eventually, the Philistines decided to send the ark back to Israel. They put the ark on a 
new cart pulled by two cows. They even put a box of gold on the cart as an offering to 
God.  
 
When the Israelites saw the ark coming back, they were overjoyed.  
 
God is the one true God, and we are to honor Him. The Israelites did not honor God 
when they took the ark to their camp. The Philistines did not honor God when they stole 
the ark and put it in the temple to their false god. God is the one true God, and we are to 
show Him reverence. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 

SAY   The Israelites misused the ark, but God still displayed His power. The people 
turned the ark into an idol. They believed it had special power, but what made the ark 
special was God’s presence. God brought judgment on His people for misusing the ark. 
God often makes us deal with our idolatry by taking the idol away. In this case, God 
allowed the ark to be captured by the Philistines.  
 
God will bring judgment on all who sin, except those who trust in Jesus. For those 
people, Jesus took the judgment they deserve by dying on the cross and rising again. 
We were created to know God and enjoy a right relationship with Him. But our sin 
breaks that relationship. We are separated from God and can’t do anything to fix it 
ourselves. We rely completely on Jesus to rescue us. Jesus made the way for us to come 



back to God through His life, death, and resurrection. Now we get to respond to what He 
has done for us by relying on Him to help us. 
 

GROUP DEMONSTRATION (5 MIN.)   

Display a drinking glass, bowl of water, snorkeling mask, pot of dirt, winter mitten, and 
baking pan. Explain that you want to see the bottom of the bowl so you’ll look through the 
glass. Then try shoveling dirt with the snorkeling mask, and talk about pulling the hot baking 
pan out of the oven with a winter mitten. Ask the kids if you are using these tools the right 
way. Have them tell you the proper way to use the items.    

SAY   We rely on these kinds of items to help us do all kinds of jobs. Think back to our 
story with me. What did the Israelites rely on to help them in battle? [Read 1 Samuel 
4:3.] Just like I was trying to shovel dirt with the wrong tool, the people relied on the 
wrong thing, the ark, to help them in battle. God didn’t tell the people to bring the ark 
into battle. And the people didn’t ask God to help them win the battle. So why did the 
Israelites bring the ark into battle? [Allow responses.] The Israelites put their trust in 
the ark, something they could see, rather than the Lord, who required faith. Instead of 
relying on God to help them, they did what seemed right to them. How did that go? 
Not too well. Listen to this.  

[Read 1 Samuel 4:10.] The Israelites were defeated in battle, and the Philistines 
captured the ark. This is a hard story to read, but it’s important to study every part of 
Scripture, not just the stories that make us feel good. We read the Bible because it 
shows us what is true about God and ourselves. God reveals that He is holy, and He 
takes sin seriously. He allowed the Israelites to be defeated by the Philistines, and He 
allowed the Philistines to suffer with sickness for taking the ark.   

Like the Israelites, we are often tempted to think that our plan is the best way. We see 
something we want, so we take it, not stopping to ask God if what we are doing 
honors Him. We like to think that we’re the author of our own story. But it’s God 
writing the story, and we are wise to rely on Him to guide us where we should go. 

 
RESPONSE 
 

SAY At the end of our story time each week, we have a time to respond to God. 
Some weeks we respond through prayer. Some weeks we sing a song of praise. 
This is a time for you to think about God or talk to God. This is not a time to play 
with friends or act silly. Today we’re going to respond through prayer.  

 
Use the following responsive prayer to have a short response time as a group. 

Storyteller: God, we know that You are in control of all things, and You are good.  

Leaders and Kids: We can rely on You and obey Your commands.  
Storyteller: You know what is best, and we trust that when we follow You, we can live, 
think, act, and speak in ways that honor You.  
Leaders and Kids: Forgive us for turning away from You when we go our own way 
rather than letting You lead us.  

Storyteller: We want to be close to You by following Jesus.  



Leaders and Kids: Thank You for loving us so much and for guiding us to live for You. 
Amen.  

 

GROUP ACTIVITY: CLEAR THE NEST (5–10 MIN.) 

SAY   Today we’ve learned that the Israelites misused the ark, but God still displayed 
His power. Let’s play a game to help us remember what happened in the story.  

Place a hula hoop in each of the four corners of the playing area. Form four teams and direct 
the kids to stand by their hoop, or nest. Place a variety of balls and beanbags, or eggs, in the 
middle of the room. On Go, the kids will run—one at a time from each team—to grab a ball 
and bring it back to their nest. When the leader shouts “clear the nest,” kids can run to 
another team’s hula hoop and grab one ball to bring it back to their hoop. Play until all of the 
balls and beanbags in the middle have been taken. The team with the most eggs in their 
nest wins.  

SAY   Great job, everyone! In our game, you took eggs from the opposing teams’ nests. 
In the Bible story we heard, something important was stolen. What was it? [Allow 
responses.] The ark of the covenant represented God’s presence with His people, but 
the Israelites treated it like a good luck charm. They relied on an object they could see 
with their eyes rather than on their God. God didn’t tell them to use the ark in this way, 
so He allowed the Philistines to capture it and take it back to their own temple.  

How did God show His power to the Philistines while they had the ark? [Allow 
responses. Read 1 Samuel 5:1-4.] The Philistines put the ark in the temple of Dagon, a 
false god. The statue of Dagon fell before the ark, and its hands and feet broke off. Do 
you remember what happened to the Philistines? [Read 1 Samuel 5:6, 9, 11.] The 
Philistines became sick because of God’s power. They finally decided to send the ark 
back to the Israelites.   

      God loves and rules over His creation according to His perfect plan. He wanted His   
    people to rely on Him for guidance so He could lead them in a way that honored Him.   
   He calls us to be thoughtful about the way we live. Before we do or say something, we  
   must ask ourselves if that would honor God, ourselves, and the people around us. We  
   can practice relying on God to give us wisdom in how to live. 

 

MEMORY VERSE Memory Verse Slide 
 
SAY This month our memory verse comes from the book of Hebrews. If you were at 
The Best Week Ever, you will already know this one. Let’s get it up on the screen and 
read it together. 
 
Read Hebrews 13:8 together and display the Memory Verse Slide on the screen. 
Practice the verse in various ways (silly voices, moving around, using a chant, 
creating motions, etc.) to help kids commit it to memory. Allow kids to take turns 
saying it from memory if time allows. 
 
 
 



APPLICATION KIDS Slide 
 
SAY Every week at the end of our time together, we talk about something we can 
do during the week to apply what we’ve learned. Next week when you come back 
we’ll talk about our application challenge together and see who completed it. 
 
Last week our challenge was to spend time with God praying and listening to see 
what he wanted to say to you. Who has a story to share? This week our challenge is 
to rely on God. That is pretty vague, right? The Israelites tried to use the ark of the 
covenant rather than relying on the presence of God, and we do that too. This week, 
when something feels scary or hard, stop and take a moment to pray and 
remember that God is with you always. 

 
CLOSING 
 
Pray with the kids or have a kid pray to close our time together. If significant extra 
time remains, consider singing an additional song or practicing the memory verse to 
keep kids engaged.  
 
As large group time closes:  
K-2: Call kids to line up for small group time ONE GROUP AT A TIME. 
Kinder Blue 
Kinder Green 
1st Yellow 
1st Red 
2nd Pink 
2nd Orange 
 
3/4: Show closing video (Creators in Right Now Media) while kids wait to be picked 
up. 
 
 


