First Look
April 2026 • Week 1
SHINE
Large Group • Stage • 3-5s


Today’s Suggested Schedule—April 5th 2026 
Today’s Bible Story: Jesus is alive! Easter • Matthew 26:26–28:10
Memory Verse: “Let your light shine.” Matthew 5:16, NIV
Key Question: Who can do what Jesus says?
Bottom Line: I can do what Jesus says.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.

WORSHIP
WORSHIP LEADER: “Hi, friends! My name is [your name], and I’m SO excited to see you today! Why? Because we’re going to celebrate the best most happies day today!”

“Do you know why today is so special and happy?”
WORSHIP LEADER: “Yes, [Bottom Line] I can do what Jesus says. That’s right! Today is Easter! Today we celebrate that Jesus is Alive! Stand up on your feet and sing this with me! 
Lead children in singing “Happy Day,” this month’s worship song.
WORSHIP LEADER: “That’s right! Jesus loves us! And the Bible teaches us that Jesus says, ‘Let (move flat hands forward from your hip) your light (palms facing forward) shine’ (twinkling hands moving out) Matthew 5:16. (Open hands like a book.)
“Let’s learn our memory verse together. Are you ready? Watch me say it and do the motions, and then you can do it with me!”

Lead children to say the Memory Verse with the motions.
“Great job, friends! We can sing and shout because Jesus is the best! Sing this with me.”
“Jesus is the best. He calls us all His friends. I just want to tell the world that Jesus is alive! Sing this out with me.”
Lead children in singing “He Is Alive.”
“What an awesome truth! We celebrate Easter because Jesus is alive! He has saved the day. Thanks for celebrating and worshipping with me, friends.” 
[Transition] “And now it’s time to turn around, sit down, and shake the wiggles out (wiggle hands), so we can hear (cup hands behind ears) what the story’s all about!”
STORY 
STORYTELLER: “Hello, friends! I’m [your name], and it’s SOOO good to be with you on the best, most wonderful day of the whole year!
Open Bible for children to see, then set it down.
“Do you know why we celebrate Easter? The true story of Easter begins with this.
(Display Story Image W1 EASTER 01)
Open heart and show children.
“Do you know what this is? (Pause.) Yes! It’s a heart! Because Easter begins with God’s love for us. God loved us so much that He gave us His Son, Jesus, to be our friend forever.

Close heart. Walk over and sit behind the table.

(Display Story Image W1 EASTER 02)
“One night when Jesus was having dinner with His good friends, the disciples, He told them He would have to go away, but He promised He would come back.” 

Walk to plants and kneel as if praying in the garden.

(Display Story Image W1 EASTER 03)
“After dinner, Jesus went to pray in a garden when some angry people came. Can you show me your angry face? (Pause.) Yes, this group of people were very angry. They were so angry that they took Jesus away.”
“They hurt Jesus, and (simple/somber) He died. It was very sad. All of Jesus’ friends were so sad. Can you show me your sad face? (Demonstrate.) Yes, it was very sad.”
Walk to the cardboard tomb.

(Display Story Image W1 EASTER 04)
“They put Jesus’ body in a tomb with a big stone in front of it. Three sad days went by, can you count them with me?” 

CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: (Count on fingers) “One . . . two . . . three.”
STORYTELLER: “On the third day, when some of Jesus’ friends went to the tomb, they saw that the stone had been rolled away . . .

(Display Story Image W1 EASTER 05)
Roll cardboard stone away to reveal the empty tomb.

“. . . and Jesus was not there. (Excited.) JESUS came back, just like He said He would! Jesus is alive! Let’s say it again! On the count of three say, ‘Jesus is alive!’ One, two, three!”
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: “Jesus is ALIVE!”
STORYTELLER: “That’s right! Jesus is alive!
Open heart.
“God loved us so much that He gave us His Son, Jesus, and Jesus came to be our friend forever. That’s what we celebrate on Easter! Jesus is alive and He wants to be our friend forever! Who wants to be your friend forever?”
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus wants to be my friend forever.”
STORYTELLER: “One more time: Who wants to be your friend forever?”
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”
STORYTELLER: “Yes, that’s why we celebrate Easter in a big, BIG way! Jesus is alive and He wants to be our friend forever! [Transition] Our story time is over (pick up and close Bible), but we’re not through. Let’s talk to God because God loves you!”
PRAYER

STORYTELLER: “God, thank You for sending Jesus, Your only Son to us. Thanks for Easter and the chance to celebrate that Jesus is alive! Because Jesus is alive, we know He is our forever friend! We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.
“I’ll see you next time. Bye!”
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