
	  
 
 

 
 

OVERVIEW 
Teams will work together to form a word using the 
letters taped to their backs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
• Notecards 
• Tape (painter’s or masking tape) 
• All of your students broken into teams (see “Prep” 

for details) 
• A mystery word for each team (The number of 

letters in the word must match the number of 
students on each team.) 

• 1 rubber band per team 

• 1 leader per team

 
 

HOW-TO 
 

 PREP 
• Decide on the number of teams that will be playing 

and how many players will be on each team.  
• Pick a different mystery word for each team (ideas 

are below!). Be sure that the number of letters in 
each word matches the number of players on each 
team. 

• For every team, write one letter of each mystery 
word on a notecard. Mix the notecards up so that 
the letters are out of order. Put a notecard with the 
mystery word on top of the stack and secure with 
a rubber band. 

• Example: If you have 20 students in your ministry, 
you could decide to have 4 teams of 5 students 
each. That means you’ll need 4 mystery words 
that have 5 letters each. (For smaller groups, you 
could have one mystery word for the entire group 
and play multiple rounds.) 

 
 

 

  PLAY 
1. Break all of your students up into teams 

and assign a leader to tape one card 
from the team’s mystery word to each 
student’s back. (If you have an uneven 
number of students, you can put two 
cards in order on one person’s back.)   

2. On your, “GO,” teams will figure out their 
mystery word using the letters on their 
backs and put themselves in order to 
spell it. Players may not take the letter off 
their back or look at their own letter, but 
they can look at their teammates’ letters.  

3. Once a team figures out their mystery 
word and gets in order, their leader will 
check to make sure they are correct. If 
they aren’t, they must try again and wait 
for at least one other team to be checked 
for accuracy before they can be checked 
again.  

4. The first team to get in the correct order, 
wins!

MYSTERY WORD IDEAS 
5 Person Team:  Llama, pizza, Moses, music, Bible 
6 Person Team:  Nugget, flower, waffle, soccer, school 
7 Person Team:  Chicken, Genesis, avocado, burrito, pumpkin 
8 Person Team:  Aardvark, antelope, flamingo, magician, ringtone 
9 Person Team: Instagram, chocolate, crocodile, lollipop, spaghetti 
10 Person Team: Mozzarella, basketball, trampoline, skateboard, rainforest 

GAME

Alphabet Soup 
 
 
 


