
 
 
 

 
 

BEFORE GROUP 
 

 

BOTTOM LINE 
Because of the resurrection, Mary knew she mattered. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
John 20:11-19 NIV 
 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
For students to see the resurrection as concrete proof 
that they matter and others matter. And help them 
translate that into actions. 
 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
When students think about “mattering,” it may not be a 
mind-blowing statement in today’s culture. However, 
that doesn’t always translate into how they treat 
themselves and others. Help them think critically about 
whether their actions show that they value themselves 
and others.  
 
Create meaningful conversations. Adjust the quest-
ions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to 
answer all of them. 

 

 
 

DURING GROUP 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What is the most amazing news someone has ever told you? 
2. How does it feel to be the first person someone tells their amazingly good news to? 
3. How can you tell someone matters to someone else? 
4. Do you think most high schoolers feel like they matter to God? 
5. Read John 20:11-16 aloud. As your leader reads, imagine you’re Jesus’ friend, Mary. Write down words that 

describe what she might have been thinking/feeling at each moment. (Leader, let anyone who wants to share what 
they wrote, do so at this time.) 

6. Jesus chose Mary to be the first one He appeared to after the resurrection, trusting her with the news of Him 
coming back to life and to be the one to tell the other disciples. How do you think Mary felt to be trusted with this 
news? 

7. The way we treat others often influences how people think God feels about them. What’s one thing you can do this 
week to treat others like they matter to God?  
 

TRY THIS 
This week, send the following group texts: 
 
Text 1: This week, the speaker asked some big questions. Which ones stand out to you and why? 
 

•  Do you believe that you matter? 
•  Do you treat yourself as if you matter? 
•  Do you allow other people to treat you as if you don’t matter? 

 
Text 2: This week, the speaker also asked the following questions. Which ones stand out to you and why? 
 

•  Do you treat others as if they matter? 
•  Are there people you treat as though they matter more? 
•  Are there people you treat as if they don’t matter at all? 

 

Afterlife / Week 2 
 


