
©2020 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Context creates clarity. 
 
 
 

To help students understand that reading 
Scripture can be less confusing when we take 

time to discover the context of history, 
authorship, geography, etc. and discuss how to 

discover that context.
 
 

 
 
“Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be helpful to me in my 
ministry. I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, be sure to bring the coat I left with Carpus 
at Troas. Also bring my books, and especially my papers” (2 Timothy 4:11-13 NLT). 
 
	

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

• Note: Tell a seemingly crazy story from the Bible, though not revealing the story is in the 
Bible as you tell it. You can use the one provided in the Teaching Script or come up with 
your own.  

• Here’s what’s crazy: That story is in the Bible. 
 
TENSION 

• Last time we met, we said that Jesus makes the Bible clearer. But the truth is, Jesus doesn’t 
show up in a lot of the things we read.  

• Jesus helps us see God more clearly and helps us see the whole story of God and humans 
more clearly, but what are we supposed to do with the rest of the Bible? 

• What about verses that seem weird, or stories that seem crazy, or commands that don’t 
make sense? 

• Sometimes there’s a disconnect between what we’re told about the Bible, and what we 
actually experience when we read it. 

• We’re told that the Bible can change us, help us, and guide us. But when we take the time 
to read it ourselves, it can actually be quite confusing. 

• Is there something we are missing? Is there a different way to do this? 
 
TRUTH 

Explained / Week 2 
 



©2020 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 

• Understanding what the Bible is and what it’s meant to be helps us to get the Bible in a 
way maybe we haven’t been able to before. 

• There are two halves of the Bible: The Old Testament, the Jewish Bible that it is pre-Jesus, 
and the New Testament, which includes Jesus’ life and the start of the Church after Jesus 
died and came back to life. 

• The Bible is actually 66 different documents that get put together a lot. 
• Note: The Interactive happens here. See your Teaching Script for details.  
• When we read the Bible without understanding we’re actually reading one of 66 different 

documents, we’re missing one HUGELY important piece of Scripture. We’re 
missing…context. 

• Context matters! It changes how we read everything.  
• So, we are going to look at two passages and the first is from 2 Timothy. (2 Timothy 4:11-

13 NLT) 
• This is what we know about it: 

o It was the second letter written to a guy named Timothy. 
o The apostle Paul—a mentor and close friend to Timothy—wrote it. 
o Timothy was a pastor of a church in Ephesus—a church full of people who were 

struggling with all kinds of things. 
• Context makes this make sense. Paul left his jacket and wants Timothy to bring it back. 
• Let me give you a second example. If you’ve been around the church for a while, then 

you’ve potentially read or heard this verse. (Philippians 4:13 NLT). 
• Does it mean what we think it means? Here, context helps.  
• This was also a letter written by the apostle Paul, but this time to an entire church.  
• Paul wrote to them from prison after being arrested for his faith.  
• So, this section is really about contentment.  
• Paul was dependent on Jesus. His close relationship with Jesus gave him the power and 

strength to persevere and find peace, even when things were tough. 
• Context creates clarity.  
• Think about it this way: Imagine if you found a note on the floor at your school. 
• As you read it, you would understand the note was written to someone else. You would 

accept the fact that there was more to the story than you know. 
• Without background and the bigger picture behind words in the Bible, we’re just guessing 

at what we’re supposed to learn from it. 
• Don’t miss this, if what we said last week is true, if the point of the Bible is to know God 

better, it’s too important to just guess at what’s going on. 
 
APPLICATION 

• The next time you come across a verse you don’t understand, try asking these questions: 
o Who wrote it and who was this written to? 
o Why was it written down? 
o What made people think this information should be written down or saved? 
o Is it helpful to me or not? 

 
LANDING 

• Context creates clarity, and clarity helps us discover why what was written down, was 
written down, and how it is helpful to our lives right now. 

• So, what if you and I made the decision to quit looking at the Bible with all kinds of 
confusion, and start looking at it with courage instead? 

• What if we took the Bible seriously, even when things don’t make sense immediately? 
 
 

 
 
For this Interactive you’ll need… 

• A textbook 
• A novel 
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• A poetry book 
• A comic book 
• A recipe book 
• A collection of letters or postcards 
• Wrapping paper (or craft paper	
• Marker	
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Context creates clarity. 
 
 

 
 

3.5 MINUTES 
 
I want to start today by telling a story… 
 
Back in the day, a guy and girl from two different tribes of people got married. At their wedding 
reception, the groom told a riddle to some guys from the bride’s town, and made a bet with them 
that they couldn’t solve it. 
 
So, the guys went to the bride and asked for a favor, saying: 
 
“Hey, I know y’all just got married, but we need you to get your guy to give you the answer to this 
riddle, and then tell us. And if you don’t, we’re going to kill you and your parents. Got it?” 
 
So, the bride begged her husband for the answer. And he caved. She passed the intel to her 
hometown bros. They solved the riddle and won the bet. 
 
The groom was unhappy about this, lost his temper, killed a bunch of their people and then left 
town. (Maybe a slight over reaction?) 
 
The bride’s dad is like, “Wow, that was the worst wedding reception ever!” He assumes the 
groom is gone for good, so he gives his daughter to be married to someone else. 
 
But after a little time passes, the groom comes back. And he asks his wife’s dad, “Hey, where’s 
my wife?” Dad’s like, “I thought you were gone, so I gave her to be married to someone else. Why 
don’t you marry her younger sister—she’s more attractive anyway.” 
 
Groom is like, “Uhhh. Nope.” 
 
And once again, the groom flips out. He captures a bunch of foxes and lights their tails on fire 
(can someone say animal cruelty?). The foxes run around like their tails are on fire…because 
they are. And in the process, they start a wildfire that burns down a bunch of the grain, vineyards, 
and olive groves in town.  
 
Now, here’s what’s crazy. 
 

Explained / Week 2 
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This story is in the Bible! It doesn’t read exactly the same way I told it, but basic plot is there. It’s 
found in the book of Judges in the Old Testament, chapters 14 and 15. 
 
As a kid, I would hear this story, or other stories from the Bible and I’d think, “What does this story 
from the Bible have to do with my life? Teach me to never tell riddles at wedding receptions? 
Teach me not to set animals on fire? What is this even about?”  
 
 

 
 

2 MINUTES 
 
Last time we met, we started a conversation about the Bible. And we said that Jesus is the point 
of the Bible and that when the Bible is confusing, Jesus is kind of like putting on 3d glasses. He 
makes it clearer. But the truth is, Jesus doesn’t show up in a lot of the things we read. He doesn’t 
appear in the story about the fox tails. Jesus helps us see God more clearly and helps us see the 
whole story of God and humans more clearly, but what are we supposed to do with the rest of the 
Bible? 
 
What about… 
 

• Verses that seem weird. If your Bible verse of the day is: “When he opened the seventh 
seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour” (Revelation 8:1). What are you 
supposed to do with that?  

• Stories that seem crazy. With talking donkeys and voices coming out of fire.  
• Commands that don’t make sense. There’s a command in Leviticus for people not to 

wear clothes that are made out two different kinds of material. So, if you’re wearing a 
cotton/polyester blend, you’re in trouble, right? Wait. That doesn’t seem right at all.  

 
The point is, sometimes there’s a disconnect between what we’re told about the Bible, and 
what we actually experience when we read it. We’re told that the Bible can change us, help us, 
and guide us. But when we take the time to read it ourselves, it can actually be quite confusing. 
And how can something confusing change us, help us, and guide us? 
 
Is there something we are missing? Is there a different way to do this? And if there was a different 
way, would it help us understand verses like don’t wear clothing made out of two different fabrics? 
Is there a way for verses like that to be…explained? 
 
 

 
 

12 MINUTES 
 
The good news is, there is a way forward. And understanding what the Bible is and what it’s 
meant to be helps us to get the Bible in a way maybe we haven’t been able to before. So, let’s 
start with the basics.  
 
There are two halves of the Bible. The Old Testament (also known as the Hebrew Scriptures) and 
the New Testament. The Old Testament is the Jewish Bible and it is pre-Jesus. The New 
Testament includes Jesus’ life and the start of the Church after Jesus died and came back to life. 
 
But within those two parts, there’s is a lot going on. It’s a big book and, in fact, it’s not a book at 
all. Here’s what I mean.  
 
The Bible is actually 66 different documents that get put together a lot. There are poetry books 
and books that include laws given to the people of Israel. There are books the people of Israel 



©2020 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 

wrote of their history and wisdom books—books containing lots of advice. There are letters—lots 
of letters written to different people in different parts of the world. And they are all wrapped up into 
one big book.  
 
 

 
 
For this Interactive, you’ll be showing the audience how the Bible is made up of different types of 
writings from many different authors. You’ll need to have a table on stage to stack different books 
(text books, novels, poetry books, comic books, recipe book, a collection of letters or postcards, 
etc.). You’ll also need enough wrapping paper or craft paper to wrap around the whole stack with 
the title, “The Story of Everything” written on it.  
 
Say something like this:  
 
To better understand this, I want you to think about the words have to read in your regular life. 
Maybe there is a poetry book that’s required reading in your English class. Then, there’s a 
textbook for history class. Maybe you’re reading a different kind of book that your friend gave you 
for Christmas that’s super entertaining. And they are nothing alike. (Stack up a few books). But 
you’re reading more than that, too. There are, after all, Buzzfeed articles (Stack paper on top), 
and instruction manuals (add to the stack), some of your friends are reading Anime (throw a few 
anime books on top) and then, there are your text messages (put giant stack of paper on top. 
Now imagine them all being mashed together into one big pile with a cover put around all of 
them—and call it the story of everything. This is your whole life as a book.  
 
I mean, it’s kind of true, right? A big part of your life is in here. But it’s also not all the same, right? 
What if someone opened up this giant book to the part that was originally your history textbook 
and was like, “Obviously, the war of 1812 was really important to him?” Or, what if somebody 
read the texts as if they were history or really bad poetry? Or, and this is scary, what if they read 
the whole thing front to back and assumed it was all in chronological order. Maybe they would 
assume you were born during the American Revolution, grew up during Shakespeare’s time and 
lived through the invention of cell phones.  
 
I know this is all ridiculous, but here’s what I’m getting at. We do this to the Bible all the time. 
Because all the documents have one big cover around them and we call them “THE Bible,” 
people get confused and believe it’s all the same or it’s all in order or every single piece of it is 
mean to be read the same way and it’s confusing.  
 

 
 
 
When we read the Bible without understanding we’re actually reading one of 66 different 
documents, we’re missing one HUGELY important piece of Scripture. We’re missing…context. 
Sometimes it’s helpful for me to think of it this way: I’m not reading “the Bible.” I’m reading a 
document found in the bible. I’m not reading a book, I’m reading… 
 

• A letter written to a specific group of people living in the first century. Or,  
• Pieces of wise advice a father wrote down for his son. Or,  
• A history book recording everything that happened. Or,  
• A song written to God by someone who knew Him well. Or,  
• An eyewitness account of someone who actually hung out with Jesus.  

 
Context matters! It changes how we read everything. So, we are going to look at two passages 
and the first is from 2 Timothy. This is what we know: 
 

• It’s called 2 Timothy, because it was the second letter written to a guy named Timothy. 
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• The apostle Paul—a mentor and close friend to Timothy—wrote it. 
• Timothy was a pastor of a church in Ephesus—a church full of people who were 

struggling with all kinds of things. 
 
And this is what Paul writes: 
 
Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be helpful to me in my 
ministry. I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, be sure to bring the coat I left with Carpus 
at Troas. Also bring my books, and especially my papers (2 Timothy 4:11-13 NLT). 
 
Context makes this make sense. Paul left his jacket and wants Timothy to bring it back. 
 
Let me give you a second example. If you’ve been around the church for a while, then you’ve 
potentially read or heard this verse… 
 
For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength (Philippians 4:13 NLT). 
 
With no context, this verse could seem like we just stumbled across a magic genie in the Bible!  
 

• I can dunk a 10-foot basketball goal through Christ who gives me strength. 
• I can pass Spanish without studying through Christ who gives me strength. 
• I can get multiple dates this year through Christ who gives me strength. 

 
With no context at all, this sounds like a formula for living the life of our dreams. But does it mean 
what we think it means? Here, context helps.  
 
This was also a letter written by the apostle Paul, but this time to an entire church. Imagine if one 
of our small group leaders moved to take a job in another state and then wrote our student 
ministry a letter to read out loud during youth group.  
 
That’s the idea of this letter. But there’s more. Paul wrote to them from prison after being arrested 
for his faith. And in this part of the letter, Paul was thanking them for sending him some financial 
support and acknowledged their kindness. At the same time, he assured them that they didn’t 
need to feel obligated to send more money. Paul let them know he’ll be okay whether he has a 
little or a lot. He’s like, “I’ve had a full stomach and a hungry one, and I’ve learned to be content 
either way.” 
 
So, this section is really about contentment. And Paul is letting them know that he has figured out 
how to be peaceful and content with his life, whether life is going good or bad (and as Paul writes 
this letter, things are very difficult for him). 
 
So how can Paul find contentment, even as he writes from prison with very few things going his 
way? 
 
For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength (Philippians 4:13 NLT). 
 
Paul was dependent on Jesus. His close relationship with Jesus gave him the power and 
strength to persevere and find peace, even when things were tough. 
 
So, the point isn’t so much “We can win this game because God is on our side.” 
It’s more like, “Because of Jesus, we can be okay, whether we have a lot of money or a little. 
Whether life is going our way or not, we can turn our attention away from our circumstances and 
on to Jesus. And in turn, we can find peace through Him.” 
 
See how the verse changes as we discover context? It helps us understand it better and it helps 
us know what WE are supposed to do with it now. Think of it this way… 
 

Context creates clarity. 
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Think about it this way: Imagine if you found a note on the floor at your school (I know people 
don’t write notes to each other very often, but just humor me). Let’s say it was a note that was 
exchanged between two friends in a different class, but one of them dropped it in the hallway. 
You picked it up and the note said this… 
 
“Quit acting like a bully. I already said I’m sorry. Why can’t you just drop it?” 
 
Would you read that note and think, “AM I ACTING LIKE A BULLY TO SOMEONE?? What am I 
holding on to that I need to drop?” No, you would understand the note was written to someone 
else. You would assume there was conflict between two friends, and you would accept the fact 
that there was more to the story than you know.  
 
But we read the Bible this way a lot. We randomly pick verses or passages, have no idea why 
they were written or who they were written to, we try to assume we should do exactly what they 
say in our own lives, even if that wasn’t the point. No wonder it can be so confusing sometimes! 
  
Without background and the bigger picture behind words in the Bible, we’re just guessing at what 
we’re supposed to learn from it. And, don’t miss this, if what we said last week is true, if the point 
of the Bible is to know God better, it’s too important to just guess at what’s going on. If we 
miss the backstory, if we miss the big picture, we run the risk of missing out on understanding the 
God behind it all, too.  
 
 

 
  

2 MINUTES 
	
So, instead of being overwhelmed by what we don’t understand, let’s look for what we can learn 
in context. The next time you come across a verse you don’t understand, try asking these 
questions… 
 

1. Who wrote it and who was this written to? Sometimes a passage doesn’t make sense 
to us because we don’t understand who the audience is. Start there. 

2. Why was it written down? II Timothy was written to encourage a friend in his leadership 
as a Christian. Philippians was written to remind a group of people that they were loved 
by God (and Paul, the author of the letter), and to encourage them to keep following 
Jesus. When you can figure out the why, it can make what was written more clearly and 
more easily understood. 

3. What made people think this information should be written down or saved? Over 
the thousands of years since some of these texts were written down, decisions had to be 
made about what texts would be included and what wouldn’t. What about what you’re 
reading made people think it was important enough to protect?  

4. Is it helpful to me or not? The whole Bible is important, but not all parts are equally 
helpful to you every moment of every day and that’s okay! A tip could be to read a 
passage of Scripture until you bump up against something that IS helpful and then stop 
there. Think about it. Maybe write down a few thoughts on why it’s helpful and what you 
plan on doing with it. 

 
 

 
 

1 MINUTE 
 
The Bible has the ability to change our lives. But sometimes getting to the part that can be life 
changing takes more than just closing our eyes, opening to a page and reading the first words we 
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see. That’s why context creates clarity, and clarity helps us discover why what was written 
down, was written down, and how it is helpful to our lives right now. And as we discover what’s 
helpful, we become people who are changed for the better! 
 
So, what if you and I made the decision to quit looking at the Bible with all kinds of confusion, and 
start looking at it with courage instead? Instead of us throwing up our hands and giving up 
because the Bible doesn’t make sense, what if we approached it curiosity and put in the effort to 
discover why things were written? What if we took the Bible seriously, even when things 
don’t make sense immediately? 
 
 

 
	


