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SERIES SUMMARY 

 
A 5-week series about Zacchaeus. 
 
WEEK 1: It’s personal because Jesus knows your name. 
WEEK 2: It’s personal because Jesus knows what matters to you. 
WEEK 3: It’s personal because Jesus understands your story. 
WEEK 4: It’s personal because Jesus loves you no matter what. 
WEEK 5: It’s personal because Jesus knows your potential.  

 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy (Luke 
19:2 NIV).  
 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today” (Luke 19:5 NIV). 
 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39 NIV). 

 
 

TEACHING OUTLINE 
 
INTRODUCTION 
• Tell a personal story about how it felt when someone got your name wrong.  
• When someone close to us misspells, mispronounces, or forgets our name, it hurts because 

they’re an important person in our lives.  

It’s Personal / Week 1 
 
 

COMMUNICATOR GUIDE 
 

COMMUNICATOR GUIDE PRO 
 



• We want the people closest to us to know our name because with them, our relationship is 
personal.  

 
TENSION 
• We already have someone in our life who knows us in a personal way: Jesus.  
• Jesus knows every single one of us by name, not because He has to, but because He wants to. 

He wants to know us in a real, personal way.  
• Maybe it’s hard for us to believe that Jesus wants to know us personally because . . .  

• We feel He’s too big and important to notice us.  
• We haven’t heard or seen Him.  
• We don’t know much about Him and aren’t sure if He’s real.  
• We feel like He only cares about judging us and making rules. 
• We feel like He wouldn’t want to be close to us if He knew who we really are and the 

decisions we’ve made.  
• No matter what we think or feel about Him, Jesus knows our name because to Him, it’s personal. 

 
TRUTH 
• In the book of Luke, we read about how Jesus was walking through a crowd in Jericho and 

noticed Zacchaeus in a tree. Among this huge crowd, Jesus called out to Zacchaeus by name. 
(Luke 19:2, 5) 

• Even though Zacchaeus wasn’t popular due to his profession, Jesus acknowledged Zacchaeus 
and showed him that he had value no matter what anyone else thought of him.  

• Jesus sees us in the same way. He calls us by name and invites us into a life with Him.  
• When we accept Jesus’ invitation, our relationship with Him becomes real. It becomes personal.  
• It’s personal because Jesus knows our name.  

 
APPLICATION 
• For some of us, making it personal means . . .  

• Taking a step toward knowing more about Jesus in a real, personal way.  
• Making it personal with others. 
• Jesus invites us into a relationship with Him and into a relationship with others. Jesus tells us 

first, to love Him, and second, to love others. (Matthew 22:37-38) 
• We can make it personal with the people in our lives by knowing their name and making them 

feel valued.  
 

LANDING 
• We want a personal relationship with Jesus for each one of you, and we want our ministry to be 

a place where you’re seen, known, and valued.  
• It’s personal because Jesus knows your name.  
• How does it make me feel when someone knows my name?  

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
 
How your middle schoolers feel about God knowing their name depends a lot on their view of 
Him. For some, this could be very moving. The fact that the God of the universe wants to know 
them personally could be life-changing and important for them. For others, it could be scary. If 
they see God as this big, mean being who wants to punish them, then the thought of Him 
knowing them personally might bring on a lot of fear of judgment. Some students may find it 
strange or even hard to believe, as it’s such an abstract thought. And some may even find it 
unimportant or insignificant. Be sensitive to the fact that while we want this to be a glimpse at a 
personal God, for some of your students it could be something completely different in this 
phase.  

 
 

INTERACTIVE 1: ALL THE NAMES 
 
OVERVIEW 
For this Interactive, you’ll ask students to write down the names of as many people they can 
think of who are important in their lives on a large sheet of paper when they walk into your 
environment.  
 
WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
• A large sheet of paper or large white board 
• Tape (if using a large sheet of paper) 
• Permanent markers or dry erase markers (depending on what students will be writing on) 
• All of your middle schoolers 
• A few Small Group Leaders  
 
PREP 
• Before your meeting time, ask a few Small Group Leaders to greet students as they come 

into your environment. They’ll direct students to write the names of as many people they 
can think of who are important in their lives—family members, teammates, Small Group 
friends, classmates, etc.  

• If you decide to use a large sheet of paper for this Interactive, tape it to a wall that’s easily 
viewable during your talk. If you’re using a white board, move it to the front of the room 
next to your speaking area. 

 
 

 
INTERACTIVE 2: NOT MY NAME 

 
OVERVIEW 
For this Interactive, you’ll use a prop (a Starbucks cup, sports jersey, or trophy) to provide a 
visual of what it’s like when someone gets your name wrong.  
WHAT YOU’LL NEED 

• A Starbucks cup, trophy, or sports jersey with a misspelled name 
 



INTERACTIVE 3: ZACCHAEUS’ STORY 
 

 
OVERVIEW 
For this Interactive, you’ll use a prop (a ladder covered in leaves and sticks) to help you tell the 
story of Zacchaeus from the book of Luke.  
 
WHAT YOU’LL NEED 

• A step ladder covered in leaves, vines, and sticks and placed on stage 
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BOTTOM LINE 
 

IT’S PERSONAL BECAUSE JESUS KNOWS YOUR NAME. 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
5 MINUTES 

 
This is where Small Group Leaders will ask students to write down the names of as many 
people they can think of who are important in their lives on a large sheet of paper when they 
walk into your environment.  
 
As you came in today, you wrote down the names of everyone you could think of who is 
important in your life. The people in your class, your Small Group, your family, your team. All the 
people that you know in a personal way. You know these people’s names because they mean 
something to you, right? And if you’re anything like me, you hope that you mean something to 
them in return! 
 
That’s why I think it stings when people don’t get your name right. I mean, is there anything 
worse than someone getting your name wrong? When you tell them your name and they forget 
it? Or when they should know your name but they still can’t get it right?  
 
INTERACTIVE: Not My Name 
This is where you’ll use a prop (a Starbucks cup, sports jersey, or trophy) to provide a visual of 
what it’s like when someone gets your name wrong.  
 
A misspelled name on a [Starbucks cup or sports jersey or trophy]? [Hold up the 
cup/jersey/trophy.] Or someone pronouncing your name wrong when they’re taking attendance 
at school? Or the kid in your Small Group always calling you by the wrong name? It’s the worst, 
right? 
 
 
 
 

TEACHING SCRIPT 
 

It’s Personal / Week 1 
 
 



TELL A PERSONAL STORY 
Tell a story from your own life that illustrates the following thoughts or ideas . . .  

• Talk about a time (preferably in middle school) when someone got your name wrong in a 
funny, consistent, or embarrassing way. 

• Keep the story light and funny! 
• The goal here is to illustrate how impersonal it feels when someone doesn’t really know 

your name. 
 
Of course, when the barista at Starbucks [hold up the cup if you used this as your example] or 
the substitute teacher calls you by the wrong name, you don’t really correct them. You just move 
on. Chances are high that the relationship ends there. Them calling you the wrong name doesn’t 
really impact your life beyond that moment. You’re not losing sleep because the guy at the 
coffee shop added an “h” to Sara on your coffee label or the substitute teacher couldn’t figure 
out how to actually pronounce Aaron. 
 
But if your best friend, your coach, or your Small Group Leader got your name wrong? [Point to 
the sheet of paper from the “All the Names” Interactive.] If they misspelled, or mispronounced, 
or even forgot your name? Well, that hurts. Why? Because they’re supposed to be the people 
who really know you. They’re the game-changing, important relationships in your life. They’re 
the people you listen to, lean on, and turn to when you’re in need. They’re the people you want 
to know your name. Because with them, it’s personal. 
 

 
 

TENSION 
3 MINUTES 

 
The reality is, we all want somebody to know our name. We all want to feel like someone 
knows us in a real way. It makes us feel important. It helps us feel seen. When someone really 
knows our name, it’s a sign that they know us. And that feels personal. 
 
So many of us spend a lot of time looking for a friendship like that. We want the BFF. Someone 
who knows everything about us. The kind of friendship where someone understands us without 
a word. We want someone who cares about us, values us, and stays close to us. We want a 
friend who knows our name because they know us in a real and personal way.  
 
But the reality is, you already have that. You already have a person in your life who knows you 
and loves you that way. And that person is Jesus.  
 
Now let me just stop here and acknowledge what you might be thinking: “Of course, you’re 
talking about Jesus. We’re at church! You have to say that!” 
 
And yes, I get why you’d think that. But I’m not just saying it because we’re here at church. I’m 
saying it because it’s true. Jesus knows each and every single one of us by name. Not 
because He has to, but because He wants to. He sees you and wants to know you in a real, 
personal way. 
 
Now, I get that this is a hard thing for a lot of us to believe. And honestly, I understand why. 
Because to so many of us, Jesus doesn’t seem all that personal. Maybe you feel like He is too 
big to notice you! If He’s big enough to be the Creator of the universe, then how could He 
possibly know us personally? We’re not nearly that important, right? 
 
Or maybe you feel that way because it doesn’t seem like He’s there. You can’t see Him or hear 
Him talk back to you. How can He know you so personally if you haven’t heard or seen Him?  
 
Maybe you feel like He’s impersonal because you just don’t know much about Him. You’re not 
sure if you believe in Him or if He even gives that much thought to you. That sure doesn’t make 
Him feel all that personal to you.  



 
You may even be wondering why you’d want to be known by Him personally. To you, He’s just 
someone who judges your every move or makes you follow a bunch of rules. You might think He 
doesn’t care about you; He just cares about your behavior. And knowing you personally is about 
so much more than just knowing what you did right or wrong.  
 
Or maybe you feel like if He knew the real you, He wouldn’t want to be close to you. The things 
you’ve done, the mistakes you’ve made, the thoughts you think. Those are things you don’t want 
anyone to know about you personally. 
 
No matter what you think or feel about Him, the reality is that Jesus does know your name. And 
it’s not in some way that means you’re on His list or that He’s got an eye on you. It’s in a way 
that lets you know that to Him, you matter. He knows your name because to Him, it’s 
personal.   
 

 
 

TRUTH 
3 MINUTES 

 
To show you what I mean, we’re going to take a look at an encounter Jesus had while He was 
on Earth with a guy named Zacchaeus. It’s found in a book called Luke, which was written by 
one of Jesus’ closest followers.  
 
Now, let me set the scene. Jesus was coming into the town of Jericho with a crowd all around 
Him. By this time in His ministry, He had become pretty well known. People had seen Jesus do 
miracles, heal the sick, teach amazing things, and even saw Him raise a man from the dead! So 
basically, Jesus was a pretty big deal. And as Jesus was passing through this crowd, someone 
caught His eye. Someone caused Him to stop.  
  
This is where we meet Zacchaeus. He had a little bit of a different reputation than Jesus. Take a 
look: 
 
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy 
(Luke 19:2 NIV).  
  
Tax collectors in this time were viewed as being the worst. No one really liked them at all. They 
cheated people out of money, and because of that, people saw them as outsiders or traitors. All 
that to say, Zacchaeus wasn’t super popular.   
  
INTERACTIVE: Zacchaeus’ Story 
This is where you’ll use a prop (a ladder covered in sticks, leaves, and tree branches) to help 
you tell the story of Zacchaeus from the book of Luke.  
 
On that day, Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus. So, as a shorter guy, he had to climb a tree just 
to get a glimpse! [Climb up the ladder and tell the story of Zacchaeus from the top.] And up in 
that tree, Zacchaeus got a lot more than he probably expected.  
 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today” (Luke 19:5 NIV). 
  
Think about this! Out of this huge crowd of people, Jesus stopped and called out to just one 
guy.  
 
“Zacchaeus!”  
 
Jesus called his name. How startling it must have been for Zacchaeus that Jesus not only 
knew his name, but that He said his name out loud. Jesus called to him in front of everyone.  



 
Remember, Zacchaeus was not popular with this crowd, and he knew it. He probably knew that 
Jesus knew it, too. So to have Jesus not just notice him, but notice him by name? That was a 
big deal. That made it personal. 
 
In that one moment, Jesus communicated that what He saw in Zacchaeus was different 
than what the rest of the world thought of him or saw in him. He communicated that 
Zacchaeus had value to Him. Zacchaeus was seen, known, and valuable to Jesus, no matter 
what anyone else thought of him. No matter what he even thought of himself! [Come down from 
the ladder.] 
  
And what’s cool is that this is how Jesus sees us. He not only knows our name, but He calls it 
out. He uses it. He sees us for who we are. We are valuable creations of a loving, personal God.  
 
When Jesus calls you by name, He is inviting you into a life with Him. And when we accept that 
invitation, our relationship with Him becomes real. It becomes personal. Personal began for 
Zacchaeus when Jesus knew his name, and the same is true for you.  
 
It’s personal because Jesus knows your name.  
 

 
 

APPLICATION 
2 MINUTES 

 
So, what does this mean for you? How does this change the way you see yourself? Or Jesus? 
Or even other people? 
 
For some of you, it might begin with taking one step toward knowing more about Jesus. 
Zacchaeus climbed a tree to get glimpse of Jesus. That was his first step toward personally 
experiencing Jesus. So maybe you need to climb a tree and take a step for yourself. NO, not an 
actual tree! I mean just take a step to get to know more about Jesus in a real, personal way. Ask 
questions about Jesus or talk to your Small Group Leader about some of the things that might 
be holding you back. You can even look up the story of Zacchaeus yourself to get 
started. Whatever it is, take a step to help you know the One who knows your name.  
 
Others of you know Jesus in a personal way. You’ve stepped into a relationship with Him, and 
you know the value of being close to a personal God who knows your name. Because of what 
Jesus did for you, you can do the same for others.   
 
You see, Jesus doesn’t just invite us into a relationship with Him. He invites us to know names 
alongside Him. Check out the command He gives to us as His followers: 
 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39 NIV). 
 
In this passage Jesus told us first, to love Him, and second, to love others. To make it personal 
to the people in our lives. We can do this by first, knowing their name. Just like someone 
knowing our name makes us feel seen and valued, when we know someone’s name and use 
it to talk to or about them, it gives them the same feeling. It’s a simple act that lets someone 
else know that you care about them in a real and personal way.  
  
And remember, it’s personal because Jesus knows your name.  
 

 
 



 
LANDING 

1 MINUTE 
 
You know, the reason we talk about this stuff here is because we really believe it has the 
potential to change your life for the better. That personal relationship with Jesus? We want that 
for each and every one of you. And we also want this student ministry to be a place where you 
feel seen, known, and valued. A place where we know your name. A place where it feels 
personal. 
 
So as you head to your Small Group, I want you to remember that it’s personal because Jesus 
knows your name. And then, think about this question: How does it make me feel when 
someone knows my name? 
 

 
 

 TRANSITION INTO SMALL GROUPS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
	


